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EXPLORING OUR PLACE ON THIS EARTH

Materials

The materials that are suggested for your classes are as follows:

· A positive attitude and a willingness to learn

· 1-2 pkgs. loose notebook paper for daily assignments (200 count)

· 4 – 1 subject spiral notebooks, perforated (120 count)

· 1 – 3 subject spiral notebook, perforated with pocket inserts
· 1 – report cover/folder
· Yellow highlighter

· Red pens

· Blue pens 
· #2 pencils (if you choose to have mechanical pencils, you must have lead too)

Student Achievement

A variety of methods will be used to evaluate student achievement. Course grades will be based on the total amount of points earned each quarter. REMEMBER, NO NAME = NO CREDIT so please place your name on all of your work.

Assignment Submission
All assignments must have the following information in the upper RIGHT HAND CORNER.




Example


First & Last Name

Date

Period

Title/Assignment
Extra Credit

Don’t expect extra credit to save your grade. There is no guarantee that it will be offered! If opportunities to earn extra credit arise, points earned will only be applied to a student’s grade if all required work is completed. Extra credit is viewed as a chance to enhance your learning experience.

Viewing Grades Online

Your specific grades can be viewed at anytime via the internet. To access the grades go to http://www.mwms.maricopausd.org/index.cfm?pID=2639. Scroll down to the teacher in which you are trying to find the grade for and click on the “grades” link to access the grade. You will need your login and your password to access the grades. You will use your last name for the login and the password will be your first and last initial with your ID number.

Tardiness

If you arrive to class after the bell has rung you will be considered tardy. You will only be considered excused if you have a note from the office or another teacher. 

If your pass is written in your agenda, then you are to quietly show your teacher. You are to enter quietly and without disturbing your fellow classmates. If you have three unexcused tardies you will be given a tardy contract and your parents will be contacted. If the contract is violated, then you will be referred to the office for further corrective action.
Storing Personal Items

Students’ backpacks should be stored neatly beside their desk. There is to be no obstruction of the aisles between the desks or work benches. Jackets or sweaters are to be stored in the backpacks or on the back of the desk seats.

Student Assistance/Talking

You will raise your hand to signal if you need assistance, my attention, or if you need to talk to another student. During individual study/work time there is to be no talking and only one person out of their seat at a time. If a student continues to be disruptive after a verbal warning, the student will be assigned a student discipline essay that will be due the following day.
During group work, the students will maintain low voice levels and consult each other requiring questions that might arise. If the group still needs assistance, they will raise their hands for my attention. If noise levels become too high, group work will be stopped and an individual assignment will be assigned.

Hallway Pass

Students are expected to take care of all personal needs prior to coming to class. You will be allowed NINE restroom passes per quarter for your team of teachers to be used at your discretion. The pass form will be kept in the back of your agenda and needs to be signed by your teacher before you leave the class. Only one person will be allowed out of the classroom at a time.
If you lose your pass form or agenda, you WILL NOT receive another pass until the next quarter begins. If there is a medical condition, which require you to use the restroom often, your parents/guardian will need to meet with your team of teachers to discuss a viable solution.

Interruptions

Interruptions such as an unexpected visitor, announcements over the intercom, or telephone calls may happen on occasion within the classroom. During these events, you are expected to remain on task and focused on the assignment.

If You Are Released Early

On the occasion of an early dismissal from class, you will be required to obtain the homework assignment that is due the next day, and complete any unfinished work for homework. The missed work will be due the following day unless otherwise arranged. If you leave during a group assignment, it will be your responsibility to check with your teacher for the make-up requirements.
Agenda 

In order to facilitate your continued success this year, the school has provided you with a school agenda. This will be your organizational tool and WILL be utilized in every class. Each period you will be required to copy the daily objectives and assignments. This will be you and your parents/guardian record of the school year progress. It should be kept NICE, NEAT, and COMPLETE and will be checked for completion by your teachers. The agenda will be used for any and all passes that require you to leave your assigned area.


In the event:
· If you lose your agenda you will be required to purchase a replacement. They can be purchased in the bookstore which is in the library for $3.

Homework/Late Assignment


Homework items will include class work that was not finished in class, projects, or research for specific assignments.


All late work received after the due date will be marked down 20%. Any assignment turned in more than two days late will not receive credit unless prior arrangements were made with your teacher.

Student Resources


There is an after school homework program that is free for any student that is in need of extra study time or help with class or homework. There are also different resources available on the school website under “Helpful Links”. Your teachers are available to help you by appointment whenever the need arises.
Classroom Procedures

· Entering the classroom

· Line up outside of the classroom.

· Enter the room quietly and quickly find your seat. Store your backpacks and other personal items underneath your seat. 

· Immediately begin working on your bell work. Work silently.

· Once you are finished wait patiently and quietly until given further instruction from teacher.

· Exiting the classroom

· The teacher dismisses you, not the bell.

· When instructed to do so, clean up your area and pack your things.

· Wait quietly in your seat until dismissed by the teacher.

Cohort/Class Website


The cohort E web address is: http://maricopawellsexplorers.yolasite.com. This website is a central tool for you to find great information about what is going on as a cohort as well as in each class. From this website you will be able to link to each individual class/teacher’s website for more detailed course information for the individual subject matter classes.

Class Expectations
Students are expected to adhere to the school-wide expectations outlined in the MWMS Student Handbook.

R espect your classmates, your teacher, and your school
· No name calling or teasing other students

· Be respectful of your teacher and other staff members at the school

U se class time wisely
· Remain in your seat unless you are given permission to leave

· Work quietly on assignments

· The teacher will dismiss the class, not the bell
L egs, arms, hands, and feet will be kept to yourself
· Do not touch, kick or hit another person

· Respect other people’s space
E nter class on time and prepared
· Tardiness will not tolerated

· Arrive in class with your required materials (including a pencil)
S hhhhhhhhhh
· Talk only when you are given permission

· Do not talk when the teacher or another student is speaking

· Keep your voice low during group assignments

Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior


For first offenses of inappropriate behavior or breaking of the rules, students will receive a verbal reminder. Second offenses will be noted, and the student will have to complete a Student Discipline Essay. This essay must be completed by the following day and must include the student signature as well as a parent/guardian signature. If the essay is not completed and turned in the student will have to attend a lunch time detention, in which they will finish the essay. Discipline for continued infractions will start with a phone call to the parents/guardians, followed by a parent/teacher conference, and could eventually involve school administration. 
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By signing below I understand the guidelines discussed above and will strive to do my very best to uphold the guidelines. I will keep this syllabus in my C.A.T. folder so that I may refer to it when necessary.

__________________________________


_____________________

Student Signature






Date

__________________________________


_____________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature




Date

__________________________________


_____________________

Home Phone #






Best Time to Call

__________________________________


_____________________

Work/Cell Phone #






Best Time to Call

___________________________________________

Parent Email Address


Teachers


Math: Ms. Ortez


History: Mrs. Rostas


Reading: Ms. Cadwell


Writing: Mr. Childress


Science: 


Co-Teacher: Mr. Desrochers





The teachers reserve the right to amend this syllabus at any time to meet the needs of the students. Please read, sign, and return this entire page to your homeroom teacher by Friday August 15, 2009. Place syllabus in your C.A.T. folder.





Joe Smith


Date


Period 1


Title








